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vn pce, xxx Iv . 


STOCKDALE's EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE, 


ADDRESS TO-THE PUBLIC 


A new edition of SHAKSPEAR = and an edition of ſo fin- 
gular a form as the preſent, in which all his plays are com- 


| prehended in one volume, will, perhaps, appear ſurpriſing 8 


any extraordinary degree of knowledge or education to enter 
into the general ſpirit of SHAKSPE ARE. The paſſions he : | 
_ deſcribes are the paſſions which are felt by every human 

: being; and his wit and humour are not local, or confined a 
to the cuſtoms of a particular age, but are ſuch as will give 


: pleaſure at all times, and to men of all rn, from the 
TY ene to the loweſt, f 


1 SPEARE is + equal. to the ane eee Which his writings 


to many readers; but, upon a little reflection, their ſurprize 


will, the Editor doubts not, be converted into appro- 


| bation. 


Much as SHAaxsPEARE has been read of late years, and 


largely as the admiration and ſtudy of him have been ex- 
| tended, there is ſtill a numerous claſs of men to whom he is 


very imperſectly known. Many of the middling and lower 
ranks of the inhabitants of this country are either not ac- 


quainted with him at all, excepting by name, or have only 
ſeen a few of his plays, which have accidentally fallen in i 
| their way. It 4 is to ſupply the wants of theſe perſons that. oy 
the preſent edition is principally undertaken; and it —_— 
fail of becoming to them a perpetual ſource of entertain 
ment and inſtruction. That they will derive the higheſt en- * 
tertainment from it, no one can deny; for it does not require 5 


But the nftrattion that 1 may bs. drawn from Snax- | 


afford. 


— — —— — — — — — ñ— — — K 


STOCKDALEs EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE: 


afford. He is the greateſt matter of human nature, and of 
human life, that, perhaps, ever exiſted; ſo that we cannot 
peruſe his works without having our underſtandings con- 
ſiderably enlarged. Beſides this, he abounds. in occaſional 
maxims and reflections, which are calculated to make a deep 
_ impreſſion upon the mind. There is ſcarcely any circum- 
ſtance in che common occurrences of the world, on which 
ſomething may not be found peculiarly applicable im 
SHAKSPEARE ; and at the ſame time, better expreſſed than 
in any other author. To promote, therefore, the know- 
ledge of him, is to contribute to general improvement. 


Nor is the utility of the preſent publication confined ro 
perſons of the rank already deſcribed; it will be found ſer- ; 
viceable even to thoſe whoſe ſituation in life hath enabled 
them to purchaſe all the expenſive editions of our great : 
dramatiſt, The book now offered to the public may com- 
mod ouſly be taken into a coach or a poſt chaiſe, for amuſe- 
ment in a journey; or if a company of gentlemen mould by 
happen, in converſation, to mention [SHaxsrEARE, or to 
diſpute concerning any particular paſſage, a volume con- 


tainingthe whole of his plays may, with great convenience, + 
be fetched by a ſervant out of a library or a cloſet. In 
ſhort, any particular paſſage may, at all times, and with 
eaſe, be recurred to. It is a compendium, not an abridge - 
ment, of the nobleſt of « our © Tn, and a library ir ina 88 fs 
volume, : 


The Editor hath a to oive all the 1 „ 
0 80 work which the nature of it can admit. The account 5 55 
of his life, which is whey from Rowe, and his laſt will, in 35 
| Rs reality, N 
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regard to the perſonal hiſtory of SHARKSPEARE. The 
anxious reſearches of his admirers have ſcarcely been able to 


ſettled by the moſt approved commentators. It does not 
conſiſt with the limits of the deſign, that the notes ſhould 


wholly neglected. The notes which are ſubjoined are ſuch 


ing obſolete words, unuſual phraſes, old cuſtoms, and 
_ obſcure or diſtant alluſions. In ſhort, it has been the Edi- 


SPEARE intelligible to every capacity, and to _ daſs of 
readers. by 


will be encouraged by the public; ; and his confidence of a 
_ favourable reception is increaſed by the conſciouſneſ: 4 that 

5 hei is not doing an injury to any one. The ſucceſs of the 
8 preſent volume will not impede the fale.of the larger edi- 
ſions of SHAKSPEARE, which will {till be equally ſought | | 


venient. 


| STOCKDALE's EDITION OF sHAKSPEARE. 
reality, comprehend almoſt every thing that is known with 


colle& any farther information concerning him. 


| The text, in the preſent edition, is eh as it has been 


be large, or very numerous: they have not, however, been 


as were neceſſary for the purpoſe of illuſtrating and explain- 


tor's aimto-omit nothing which may ſerve to render SHAK- 


— 


Havin: g this view, he cannot avoid expreſſing g his hope, i 
that an undertaking, the utility of which is ſo apparent, 
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for by thoſe to whom the parchale of them 1 be « con- 
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